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Through our work developing an item
bank and our partnerships with
assessment vendors, we spend every
day thinking about assessment best
practices and how to support LEAs
across the state with their local
assessment program. 
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Understand the pros & cons of using pre &
post assessments

Discuss key elements of assessment
frameworks

Explore strategies for creating effective
assessment frameworks
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.. .. .. PRE & POST TEST

PROS CONS

Simple to establish a baseline for
student achievement 

Difficult to create because significant
expertise in content and assessment

are needed

More objective than SLOs and
portfolios

 Requires calibration for open
response items 

Easier to manage and sustain
Complicated by test security and

some maintenance of
content/standards 

1

2

3

PRE & POSTPRE & POST

Using pre and post tests
offers several advantages for
measuring student growth

but also presents challenges.
Beyond the confines of TIA,
good assessment practices

like including BOYs and
EOYs, can provide some

distinct benefits. 



A note on pre-assessment

"In some settings, pre-
assessments can guide

teachers to more effective
instruction and higher

levels of student learning,
while in others they waste
valuable instructional time
by simply confirming what

teachers already know.”

“Preview pre-assessments
provide teachers the basis
for monitoring students'

progress and for measuring
growth. They also can help

focus students' attention on
specific learning goals and
communicate expectations
for students' performance.” 

“Teachers must assure
students... that results will
be used to guide learning

activities and do not reflect
any lack or deficiency on

their part.”

Measure Focus Guide

Does Pre-Assessment Work?

https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/does-pre-assessment-work
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Key Elements

Priority and supporting standards

Item Types

Depth of Knowledge (DOK)
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Strategies for Creating
Assessment Frameworks

Identify Standards1.

Create skill progressions2.

Determine item types3.

Set Depth of Knowledge4.

The better

the

blueprint,

the better

the

assessment



Identify Standards

Endurance1.
Leverage2.
Readiness3.
STAAR Requirements4.
Student Needs5.

  (8) Force, motion, and energy. The student knows force
and motion are related to potential and kinetic energy. The
student is expected to:
    (A) compare and contrast potential and kinetic energy;
    (B) identify and describe the changes in position,
direction, and speed of an object when acted upon by
unbalanced forces;
    (C) calculate average speed using distance and time
measurements;
    (D) measure and graph changes in motion; and
    (E) investigate how inclined planes can be used to
change the amount of force to move an object.

6th Grade Science

Protocol for Prioritizing Standards

https://cloudfront-s3.solutiontree.com/pdfs/Reproducibles_HCCA/figure3.4protocolforprioritizingstandards.pdf


Create Skill Progressions
Identify the content and
process students need to
master the standard. 

Order the skill progression.
What can be assessed at the
BOY and at EOY?

5.8b: explain how the Sun
and the ocean interact in
the water cycle; 

Students analyze various representations
of the water cycle. 
Students explain how the sun and ocean
interact in the water cycle.
Students list interactions of the sun and
the ocean.
Students describe how water changes
state when energy increases or decreases. 
Students describe the role of the sun in
the water cycle.
Students draw and label a simple diagram
of the water cycle.
Students define the processes in the
water cycle. 
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Determine Item Type
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Set Depth of Knowledge

Same Verb, Different DOK

DOK 1—Describe the parts of the life
cycle of a butterfly.  
DOK 2—Describe the difference
between the life cycle of a butterfly
and the life cycle of humans. 
DOK 3—Describe a model that you
might use to represent the
relationships that exist within the life-
cycle process. 
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