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RECALL: Grading allows for teacher interpretation; scoring does not.

When grading, the teacher knows the student and can interpret the L a St ye a r, We d i S C u S S e d t h e d iffe re n C e b etwe e n

student’s knowledge.

In the classroom, teachers can g ra d i n g a n d S C O ri n g .

make judgement calls on
grading the student responses
because they know the student
and can consider the

knowledge the student has
B eseson i, Grading Scoring
= Teacher knows the =  Scorerdoes not know the
TEA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT Supporting Academic Achievement StUd ent StUd ent
= Judgement calls can be = Judgement calls cannot
e o aet ho am knovledge of the made be made
fgé%gg}iﬁiﬁi‘z‘i?ﬁ:_i‘l‘;;f;%“:xi?;&zto = Teacher can interpret = Scorer awards points
: student response by based on how well the
considering knowledge student response
the student has addresses the question
— o e——— previously demonstrated. according to the rubric.
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RECALL: For constructed response questions, scorers are trained based
on guidance from Anchor Approval Committees.

Field-test responses Anchor Approval Scorers are trained Students respond to Scorers evaluate

are scored against Committees analyze on the rubric for the the question on the student responses

the rubric sample student question and scored test form and assign a score
responses and guidance provided by according to the
provide scoring the Anchor Approval rubric and scoring
guidance Committee guidance

The process for scoring constructed response questions remains the same, with
the addition of the scoring engine. This is referred to the hybrid-scoring model.
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How does hybrid-scoring fit into the assessment process?

The agency addresses this o ey Ssions tim | — e% 4| @O
question and othersin a
resource provided on the
TEA website.

STAAR Resources page Hybrid

.. Scoring Key
What Other Information Is Available? : Questions

« District and Campus Coordinator Resources .-

* STAAR Test Administrator Manual M h 2024
* STAAR Paper Test Administration Information arc

= STAAR Accessibility Educator Guide
* October 2024 Accessibility Updates

* Hybrid Scoring Key Questions <
* STAAR Constructed Response Scoring Process

* New Question Types by Content Area

* STAAR Substitute Assessments Flowchart

* What Families Should Know about STAAR

* What Families Should Know about STAAR-Spanish
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https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar

9 How does hybrid-scoring fit into the assessment process?

Slides 10-29 provide
information about the
assessment process.

Slides 21-29 provide
more details specific
to the human scoring
process and how the
automated scoring

Scoring and reporting is the final process of the assessment
lifecycle.

Assessment design

1. Assessment
design framework

is developed*

3. Educator
advisory
committees
provide feedback*

Passage and item development

( 4. Professional
item writers

develop new
passages & items

specialists review
passages & items

Educator involvement

6. Educator
external review
committees review
passages & items _/

Test construction

12. Educator

“rangefinding” to
support consistent
\ grading of essays

11. Items are
accommodated

10. Operational W
test forms are

created from item
bank

Field testing

9. ltems with good
data are added to
the item bank

statistical data are

~

7. Items are field We will gO into deta“ o0
tested the human scoring
process and how the

automated scoring

engine replicates this

engine replicates

Admin & QC Scoring and reporting
process consistently with
15. Standard F
13. Assessments 14. Performance setting is 16. Assessments 17. Score reporting 18. Technical heavy human oversight.
h are administered review completed with are scored occurs reports are written
t e process. \ ) educator input®

*Does not occur every year
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o Up until the CR scoring event itself, each part of the CR scoring
prep process relies solely on human input.

* All constructed responses are double human scored.
Field Testing

- * Humans identify anchor responses which are field test responses that

Approval exemplify responses at each rubric score point.
Meeting

" Prep‘r;ring * Human scorers are trained through the anchor responses.
gl - The automated scoring engine is programmed through ~3,000 hand-scored
Scoring Engine field test responses and human-identified anchor responses.

* Hybrid scoring: Human raters support the automated scoring
engine through calibration checks and scoring non-standard
responses during the administration window.

TEA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT
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The auto scoring engine (ASE) goes through a rigorous
programming process that is led and checked by humans.

For each item being scored...

N

.
s

Slides 21-22 outline how humans are involved in the scoring
process and evaluation of the auto scoring engine.

The engine uses a sample of ~3,000 human scored responses from the field
test for programming.

The engine analyzes the responses to identify common patterns and is
programmed to emulate how humans would score.

TEA evaluates the performance for each item and compares it to how
humans would score.

The engine is monitored throughout the scoring cycle to ensure that it

remains calibrated to the anchor set. Similar to human scorers who need to be

constantly calibrated throughout the scoring
window, there is a parallel process for the ASE.

Supporting Student Success




Slides 26-27 outline how the hybrid model uses the automated
scoring engine.

o The Texas hybrid scoring model uses an automated scoring engine
to augment the work of human scorers.

All Student Reponses

Huma scorers are used to o The ASE assigns condition codes to some responses, which are
i window for ety contro each routed to two trained human scorers.

Auto Scoring Engine purposes.

Condition codes indicate that a response
uses just a few words, uses mostly
duplicated text, is written in another
language, consists primarily of text from the
passage, uses vocabulary that does not
overlap with the vocabulary in the subset of
responses used to program the ASE, or uses
language patterns that are reflective of off-

Scenario 1: Scenario 2: Scenario 3:

Auto scoring engine Engine flags responses for Random sample of
assigns score of record double human scorin responses for double

(assignment of condition human scoring
codes or low confidence*)

! f topic or off-task responses. Scenario 2:
Engine flags responses for

Approx. 75% responses At least 25% responses

The purpose of this routing is to ensure that
these unusual responses receive fair and
accurate scoring. The score assigned by the
human scorer is kept as the score of record
for any student response that is routed for
human scoring.

double human scoring
(assignment of condition
codes or low confidence)

Note: Any student responses that are routed for human scoring maintain the score assigned by humans as the score of record. Human scoring will also go through the adjudication process if needed.
*Condition codes that get sent for human scoring are those flagged for unusual patterns; low confidence responses are often those responses that are on the border between two score points.

Note: Any student responses that are routed for human scoring maintain the score assigned by humans as the score of record. Human scoring will also go through the adjudication
process if needed
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Social Studies and Science have changes to the TEKS that impact the
state assessments

== Social Studies

= SCience

s |Mmpact on STAAR Alt 2
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The social studies TEKS were revised to alignh with requirements
outlined in Senate Bill 3 from the 87" Texas Legislature, 2"? Called

Session, 2021.

(5)

History. The student understands the challenges confronted by the government and its leaders in
the early years of the republic and the Age of Jackson. The student is expected to:

By explain the effects of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793;

(7

History. The student understands how political, economic, and social factors led to the growth
ionalism and the Civil War. The student is expected to

of

development of the abolitionist movement;

24 (A) - describe and evaluate the historical
development of the abolition movement, including
activities that focused attention on the moral ills of

US History (EOC)

)

8 (F) - describe the responses to the Vietnam War
such-as the draft, the 26" Amendment, the role of the
media, the credibility gap, the silent majority, and the
anti-war movement.

9 (F) - discuss the impact of the writings of Martin
Luther King Jr. sueh-as his “I Have a Dream” speech
and “Letter from Birmingham Jail” on the civil rights
movement;

8 (F) - describe the responses to the Vietnam War
including the draft, the 26™ Amendment, the role of
the media, the credibility gap, the silent majority, and
the anti-war movement.

9 (F) - discuss the impact of the writings of Martin
Luther King Jr. including his “I Have a Dream” speech
and “Letter from Birmingham Jail” on the civil rights
movement;

slavery;

Questions are not written
to the standards under
the social studies skills
strand, so they have been
removed from the
document.

A few standards in USH had minor
language changes.

Two new standards were added to the
grade 8 social studies assessed
curriculum. Other standards had a small
amount of content added.

For more information on changes to the Social Studies TEKS, visit the Social Studies
Curriculum webpage on the TEA website.
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https://tea.texas.gov/academics/subject-areas/social-studies
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/subject-areas/social-studies

Grade 8 Social Studies has two new standards and two revised ‘)
standards.

(5) History. The student understands the challenges confronted by the government and 1its leaders in I I
the early years of the republic and the Age of Jackson. The student is expected to: Th e S U mm e r C O mm Itte e S d | S C U S S e d t h e
(B) explamn the effects of the Fumtive Slave Act of 1793: fre q u e n Cy to a S S e S S t h e tWO n eW
standards.

= 8.5Bis listed as a supporting standard.

(7 History. The student understands how political, economic, and social factors led to the growth of . . .
sectionalism and the Civil War. The student is expected to: [ | 8.7C IS l|Sted as a read INess Sta nda rd
(C) analyze the impact of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 on slavery. free Blacks, and

abolitionists:

_.hrade 8 Social Studies

17 (A) — analyze the arguments of the Federalists and 17 (A) — analyze the arguments of the Federalists and
Anti-Federalists, including those of Alexander Anti-Federalists, including those of Alexander

Standards 8.17A and 8.24A had man e MadRen, S GEOTES  ason, and explin how ther dshetes axamplty il
A . . discourse;
additional content added to the existing

Sta n d a rd 24 (A) - describe and evaluate the historical 24 (A) - describe and evaluate the historical
° development of the abolitionist movement; development of the abolition movement, including
activities that focused attention on the moral ills of

slavery;
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The revisions to the US History standards do not affect the assessed ‘
curriculum.

Some of the “such as” statements in the standards were changed to
“including” statements.

US History (EOC)
Currentse | Willnowbe

8 (F) - describe the responses to the Vietnam War 8 (F) - describe the responses to the Vietham War
sueh-as the draft, the 26™ Amendment, the role of the including the draft, the 26" Amendment, the role of
media, the credibility gap, the silent majority, and the the media, the credibility gap, the silent majority, and

anti-war movement. the anti-war movement.

9 (F) - discuss the impact of the writings of Martin 9 (F) - discuss the impact of the writings of Martin
Luther King Jr. sueh-as his “l Have a Dream” speech Luther King Jr. including his “I Have a Dream” speech
and “Letter from Birmingham Jail” on the civil rights and “Letter from Birmingham Jail” on the civil rights
movement; movement;
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It takes multiple years to implement questions to the new content ‘)
into STAAR.

ECQUCAtOrSIWII N Questions written W Questions written IN Questions written
determinelifithe AN 10 assess the new AN {0 the new AN 0 the new/revised
NEWISESIWIIIDE e standards. e standards will be e standards will be
d00edids | field-tested. | scored beginning
SUPPOrting or O with the Spring
Readiness &N 2027 assessments.
Stdnadras 8
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Social Studies and Science have changes to the TEKS that impact the
state assessments

= SCience
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RECALL: Timeline for implementing the new science TEKS in the state

assessment program
In 2020-2021, the SBOE has adopted revised TEKS for science in grades K-12. TEA will work with Texas educators to

update the science STAAR tests to assess the newly adopted standards on the following timeline.

2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026

Educator focus groups to
gather feedback on design

Stakeholder and assessed curriculum I

Educators will be a part of both the p]anmqg and building of the new science assessment.

engagement - : ] B _
S UEERR EIISeN; emmilliEs Educators continue to participate in the development of tests (e.g.,

reviews feedback and makes .. d | tential i
recommendations reviewing and approval potential questions)

Start developing icems aligned to new standards

Test
development First field test of items ‘
aligned to new standards
New TEKS operational in classrooms
; STAAR assesses STAAR assesses full
Implementation overlap curriclum scope of new TEKS

1 Standard-setting
We are here for new assessment

Supporting Student Success




The Assessed Curriculum documents, Blueprints, and Reference Materials
are available on the TEA website.

Home / Student Assessment

STAAR Student Assessment
Overview The documents for the
ST‘“‘“h . transition year (2025)
STAAR

L . and full implementation
State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness STAAR Spanish Resources

2026) are located by

The State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR®) is a standardized academic achievement test Released Test Questions gra d e I'eve l O n th e
Sig! . . : STAAR Alternate 2 Science Resources
skills in the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) at each tested grade, subject, and course. Every STAAR

question is directly aligned to the TEKS currently in effect for the grade and subject or course being assessed. TELPAS p a ge

designed to measure the extent to which a student has learned and is able to apply the defined knowledge and

TEA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT Supporting Student Success




The documents are identified by the assessment administration.

STAAR Science Resources State of Texas

Assessments of Academic
Readiness (STAAR)

Aggregate Data Systems

Frequency Distributions
Mathematics Resources
Performance Standards
Raw Score Conversion Tables

Reading Language Arts Resources

Released Test Questions
Science Resources
Social Studies Resources

STAAR Spanish Resourcg

Located below are resources for STAAR grades 5 and 8 science and Biology assessments. To see all available
STAAR resources, visit the STAAR Resources webpage.

Contact Information
Expand All

v

Assessed Curriculum Student Assessment Division

(512) 463-9536

v

Blueprints

Performance Level Descriptors

Assessment Help Desk

Constructed Response Scoring Guides X

Additional Resources . 4

Assessed Curriculum

December 2024 Only

* Biology

2024-2025 Transition Year

Grade 5
Grade 5 Spanish
Grade 8
Biology

Beginning Spring 2026

Elementary (3-5) administered in grade 5
Elementary (3-5) administered in grade 5 Spanish
Middle School (6-8) administered in grade 8
Biology

Blueprints

December 2024 Only

* Biology

2024-2025 Transition Year

+ Grade 5
* Grade 8
* Biology

Beginning Spring 2026

s Elementary (3-5) administered in grade 5

* Elementary (3-5) administered in grade 5 Spanish
+ Middle School (6-8) administered in grade 8

* Biology

Expand All

>

TEA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT

Taxas Education Agency
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The Reference Materials are located under “Additional Resources”
and labeled by assessment administration.

STAAR Science Resources State of Texas
Assessments of Academic

Readiness (STAAR)

Aggregate Data Systems

Frequency Distributions
Mathematics Resources
Additional Resources >
Performance Standards

Raw Score Conversion Tables
Reading Language Arts Resources « Grade 8 Reference Materials (Spring 2025 Only)

Released Test Questions s Middle School Reference Materials (Beginning Spring 2026

Science Resources

¢ Accompanying Guide to New Question Type Samplers

Social Studies Resources
STAAR Spanish Resources
Statewide Item Analysis Reports

Statewide Summary Reports

Located below are resources for STAAR grades 5 and 8 science and Biology assessments. To see all available

STAAR resources, visit the STAAR Resources webpage.
Contact Information
Expand All

Assessed Curriculum v Student Assessmeg
Blueprints v 1512)463:9
Performance Level Descriptors X
Assessment Help Desk
v

on e Resnonse arine ife
Additional Resources i d

TEA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT Supporting Student Success
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The documents that will be in effect for the Spring 2026 administration
are marked with a DRAFT watermark.

Elementary Science STAAR Blueprint
Administered in Grade 5

Strand Number of Questions  Number of Peig
35 a7

Effective beginning with the
2025-2026 school year ‘

MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE

Matter and Enery ” : :
il Middle School Science STAAR Blueprint Effective beginning with the STAAR REFERENCE MATERIALS
Force, Motion, and Energy 46 5-8 Administered in Grade 8 2025-2026 school year
FORMULAS
State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness State of Texas ts of Academic Readi Earth and Space 1012 Rl Strand Number of Questions  Number of Points Item Types by Point Value
Organisms and Environments 46 58 Matter and Energy 57 60 Average speed - 1ot21 distance s=4
1-point questions (multiple choice 2125 2125 total time t
Total 2426 30 and non-multiple choice) - -
Elementa Bio |og \' Force, Motion, and Energy 68 7-10
ry Sub~scores will not be reported for the Strands. Net force = (mass)(acceleration) F=ma
- Earth and Space 79 812
Science ssessment 22point questiong [aon-multiple o o1s
Curriculum: All student expectations are required to be taught in their @at | Organisms and Environments 79 812 choice)
Assessment student expectations that are eligible to be assessed on the veR ; =
i i Total 2830 Total 28-30 35
- - Eligible Texas Essential
(Administered in Grade 5) g . Sub-scores willnot be reported for the Strands.
Knowledge and Skills
- Biology STAAR Blueprint Effective beginning with the rade levelior course. The Assessed Curriculum document outlines the
El |g|b|e Tex Spring 2026 assessment in grade 8.
Knowledge strand Numberof ouestions | [Number of Points e I ple choice, multiselect, short constructed response (SCR), text entry,
a graphic and/or data display) and 3-5 questions. Each question in
Cell Structure and Function 12-14 13-16 other questions in the cluster. Practice Test site
1-point quesfions (multiple choiceand | ,c 30 | 56 30
Mechanisms of Genetics 79 811 non-multiple choice) process to ensure they accurately measure student knowledge.
Texas educators. Texas educators can apply to participate on the
Blologicl Evchaion and s o1t
A ic Readi t t —-multiple ch 57 10-14
State of Texas of Academic Biological Processes and . oo 2=point questions(fign-multiple choice) [ — L —
Systems Texas students but do previous steps can be selected
T ] =05 o — s s int towards their scores for an operational STAAR test
M Id d I e School Sub-scores will not be reported for the Strands. :""“ e e
families with information to
L] called field test support teaching and learning.

Science
Assessment
(Administered in Grade 8)

Curriculum: All student expectations are required to be taught in their entirétyfor a grade levelor course. The Assessed Curriculum document outlines the
Student expectations that are eligible to be assessed on the Biology state Summative assessment.

Question types: Drag and drop, hot spot, inline choice, match table grid, multipart) multiple choice, multiselect, short constructed response (SCR), text entry,
ha data display) a

and cluster question sets. Cluster question sets nd 3-5 questions. Each question in
the cluster counts as a separate question in the blueprint@nd is scored independently from other questions in the cluster. Practice Test site

STAAR Resources for all Assessments

Updated Fall 2025

Development Process: STAAR questions go through a rigorous development and review process to ensure they accurately measure student knowledge.
Every question on STAAR is created for Texas students with tfie review and approval of Texas educators. Texas educators can apply to participate on the
TexasAssessment.gov website.

Eligible Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills

Step 1: Questions are written
to align with the TEKS, which

describe what students should
know and be able to do in the

Step 2: Groups of Texas
educators review and approve
questions for the biology

course to ensure questions are

Step 3: Questions are tested
out by Texas students but do
not count towards their scores
to confirm that the questions

Step 4: Questions that pass all
previous steps can be selected
for an operational STAAR test
form to provide educators and

families with information to
support teaching and learning.

grade level appropriate, align are unbiased and accurate.
with the TEKS, unbiased, and These are called field test
accessible to all students. questions.

biology course.

STAAR Science Resources

STAAR Resources for all Assessments

Texas Education Agency Assessment Development Division Updated Fall 2025

The DRAFT watermark indicates that they are not in use for the 2024-2025 school year.

Supporting Student Success
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The draft assessed curriculum documents reflect that science has@
grade-band assessments.

24 STAAR || 8¢ STAAR || oced on the escbackor

educators, the name of the
assessments will better

State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness

) reflect that the
Elementary Science Middle School assessments
N ”‘_S_stesir_“i"t i Science Assessment|  agministered in grades
ministered in Grade Administ d in Grade 8
Y i) b, Sk 5 and 8 are grade-band
Eligible Texas Essential Eligible Texas Essential assessments.
Knowledge and Skills Knowledge and Skills

TES | TEXAS ASSESSMENT Supporting Student Success
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The readiness and supporting labels are not published.

STAAR Middle School Science Assessment

Matter and Energy
Grade 8

8.6  The student understands that matter can be classified according to its
properties and matter is conserved in chemical changes that occur within
closed systems. The student is expected to:

(E) investigate how mass is conserved in chemical reactions and relate
conservation of mass to the rearrangement of atoms using chemical equations,
including photosynthesis

Readiness and supporting Grode
labels will still be used to build the " e s rsonds e s of e T

student is expected to:

a S S e S S m e ntS; h Oweve r’ t h ey Wi ll (B) use the periodic table to identify the atoms and the number of each kind within

a chemical formula

n Ot be p u b li S h e d (C) distinguish between physical and chemical changes in matter

Grade 6

6.6 The student knows that matter is made of atoms, can be classified according to
its properties, and can undergo changes. The student is expected to:

(C) identify elements on the periodic table as metals, nonmetals, metalloids, and
rare Earth elements based on their physical properties and importance to
medern life

(D) compare the density of substances relative to various fluids
(E) identify the formation of a new substance by using the evidence of a possible

chemical change, including production of a gas, change in thermal energy,
production of a precipitate, and color change

TEAR | TEXAS ASSESSMENT Supporting Student Success
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The blueprints have a similar layout to the other content areas but

have some noticeable differences.

STAAR Biology Blueprint for the 2024-2025 School Year
Assessing the Overlap Curriculum

Reporting Category Number of Standards * Number of Questions Number of Points
Read| : 3
1: Cell Structure and Function €2 |ne_55 8-10 8-13
Supporting: 3
Readiness: 3
2: Mechanisms of Genetics ) 8-10 8-13
Supporting: 2
) A n A ) Readiness: 2
3: Biological Evolution and Classification ) 8-10 8-13
Supporting: 4
Readiness: 3
4: Biological Pri and Syst . 8-10 8-13
Supporting: 2
- ithi i Readiness: 3
5:Interdependence within Environmental : 810 8-13
Systems Supporting: 1
. ______________|
Item Types by Point 1-point questions (multiple-choice and non-multiple choice) 37 37
2-point questions (non-multiple choice) 8 16
Total 45 53

*For the transition year assessments, additional questions for readiness and supporting standards may be included to ensure the number of questions for each Reporting Category on the test form aligns
to the blueprint.
All TEKS, whether identified as readiness or supporting, are required to be taught in their entirety for a grade level or course.
Readiness standards are essential for success in the current grade level and important for preparedness for the next grade level or course. They address broad and deep ideas
and require in-depth instruction. These standards make up approximately 55-70% of the total points on the base test.
Supporting standards play a role in preparing students for the next grade or course but not one that is central. They address more narrowly defined ideas or concepts that
are emphasized in grade levels below or above the current grade level or course. Supporting standards make up approximately 30-45% of the total points on the base test.
Every and question on STAAR is created for Texas students with the review and approval of Texas educators.
STAAR passages and questions go through a rigorous development and review process to ensure they accurately measure student knowledge.

Step 1: Passages and questions Step 2: Groups of Texas Step 3: Questions are tested out Step 4: Passages and questions
are written to align with the educators review and approve by Texas students but do not that pass all previous steps can
TEKS, which describe what passages and questions for the count towards their scores to be selected for an official STAAR

students should know and be grade and subject they teach to confirm that the questions are test to provide educators and
able to do in each grade and ’ ensure passages and guestions ’ unbiased and accurate. These are ’ families with information to

subject. are grade-level appropriate, called "field-test guestions”. support teaching and learning.
align with the TEKS, and are
unbiased and accessible to all
students.
STAAR Science Resources STAAR Resources for olf Assessments STAAR Redesign Resources
Texas Education Agency Student Assessment Division Updated Fall 2024

Biology STAAR Blueprint Effective beginning with the
Spring 2026 administration

Strand Number of Questions Number of Points Item Types by Point Value

Biological Structures, 12-14 13-16

Functions, and Processes 1-point questions (multiple choice and 26-30 26-30
Mechanisms of Genetics 7-9 8-11 non-multiple choice}

Biological Evolution 79 811

Interdependence within 2-paint questions (non=multiple choice) 5-7 10-14
Environmental Systems 57 69

Total 3335 40 Total 33-35 40

4. | TEXXAS ASSESSMENT

Education Agency

Sub-scores will not be reported for the Strands.

Curriculum: All student expectations are required to be taught in their entirety foragrade level'or tourse. The Assessed Curriculum document outlines the
student expectations that are eligible to be assessed on the Biology state summative assessment.

Question types: Drag and drop, hot spot, inline choice, match table grid, multipart, multiple choice, multiselect, short constructed response (SCR), text entry,
and cluster guestion sets. Cluster question sets are composed of a stimulus (scenario with a graphic and/or data display) and 3-5 questions. Each question in
the cluster counts as a separate question in the blueprintand is scored independently from other questions in the cluster. Practice Test site

Development Process: STAAR questions go through a rigorous develepment and review process to ensure they accurately measure student knowledge.
Every question on STAAR is created for Texas students with the review and approval of Texas educators. Texas educators can apply to participate on the

TexasAssessment.gov website.

Step 2: Groups of Texas Step 3: Questions are tested Step 4: Questions that pass all
educators review and approve out by Texas students but do previous steps can be selected
questions for the biology not count towards their scores for an operational STAAR test
course to ensure questions are to confirm that the questions form to provide educators and

Step 1: Questions are written
to align with the TEKS, which

describe what students should
know and be able to do in the

grade level appropriate, align are unbiased and accurate. families with information to
with the TEKS, unbiased, and These are called field test support teaching and learning.
accessible to all students. questions.

biology course.

STAAR Science Resources STAAR Resources for all Assessments

Texas Education Agency Assessment Development Division Updated Fall 2025
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The blueprints have a similar layout to the other content areas but
have some noticeable differences.

Biology STAAR Blueprint Effective beginning with the
Spring 2026 administration

Number of Questions  Number of Points Item Types by Point Value

Biological Structures,

RECALL: Due to the shortened blueprint, sub-

Biological Evolution

Interdependence within 2-polifit questions (non=multiple choice)| 57 10-14

Systems

scores will not be reported for the Strands. [T —————] =1

Curriculum: All student expectations are required to be taught in their entifety fofiagrade level fieourse. The Assessed Curriculum document outlines the
student expectations that are eligible to be assessed on the Biology state sumimative asséssment.

Question types: Drag and drop, hot spot, inline choice, match table grid, multipart, maliiple choce, multiselect, short constructed response (SCR), text entry,
and cluster question sets. Cluster question sets are composedofa Stimulus (scenario with a graphic and/or data display) and 3-5 questions. Each question in
the cluster counts as a separate question i the blueprintf@nd is scored independently from other questions in the cluster. Practice Test site

Development Process: STAAR questions go throughia rigorous dévelopment and review process to ensure they accurately measure student knowledge.
Every question on STAAR is created for Texas students With tfie review and approval of Texas educators. Texas educators can apply to participate on the
TexasAssessment.gov website.

Strand Number of Questions Number of Points
Biological Structures,
Functions, and Processes

Mechanisms of Genetics 7-9

Step 1: Questions are written Step 2: Groups of Texas Step 3: Questions are tested Step 4: Questions that pass all
to align with the TEKS, which educators review and approve out by Texas students but do previous steps can be selected
describe what students should questions for the biology not count towards their scores for an operational STAAR test

know and be able to do in the course to ensure questions are to confirm that the questions form to provide educators and

biology course. grade level appropriate, align are unbiased and accurate. families with information to
with the TEKS, unbiased, and These are called field test support teaching and learning.
accessible to all students. questions,

STAAR Science Resources STAAR Resources for ol Assessments
Texas Education Agency Assessment Development Division Updated Fall 2025

Biological Evolution 7-9

Interdependence within 5-7 NOTE: Biology will move
Environmental Systems . .
from 5 Reporting Categories

Total 33-35 i
Sub-scores will not be reported for the Strands. to 4 Strands b eg Inni ng n
Spring 2026.
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The blueprints have a similar layout to the other content areas but
ave some noticeable differences.

Biology STAAR Blueprint Effective beginning with the
Spring 2026 administration

Numhar ~£~ 2 Item Types by Point Value

1-point choice and
non-multiple hoice)

79

Mechanisms of Genetics

79

Biological Evolution

Interdependence within 2-paifit questions (nonBmultiple choice)

Systems il i

Total 3335

Item Types by Point Value s

Curriculum: All student expectations are required to be taught in their entil grade level'@fourse. The Assessed Curriculum document outlines the
student expectations that are eligible to be assessed on the Biology state.

Question types: Drag and drop, hot spot, inline choice, match table agultipart, maltiple choce, multiselect, short constructed response (SCR), text entry,
and cluster question sets. Cluster question sets are composedof ulus (scenario with a graphic and/or data display) and 3-5 questions. Each question in
the cluster counts as a separate question in the blueprintag@¥tored independently from other questions in the cluster. Practice Test site

5 5 5 5 Development Process: STAAR questions go througi@liBBrous déveiopment and review process to ensure they accurately measure student knowledge.
1 — n I n t U E 5 l I D n m u Ill IE E h ﬂ Ic E a n d Every question on STAAR is created for Texas with tfle review and approval of Texas educators. Texas educators can apoly to participate on the
2 3 D E 3 D exasAssessment.gov website.
non—=mu I ti p | e chuh:e} b b T AT = oy s
to align with the TEKS, wh' ‘educators review and approve out by Texas students but do previous steps can be selected
de ibe what student~ uid questions for the biology not count towards their scores for an operational STAAR test
N S S T e e

grade level appropriate, align are unbiased and accurate. families with information to
with the TEKS, unbiased, and These are called field test support teaching and learning.
accessible to all students. questions,

biology cours=

STAAR Resources for ol Assessments

Updated Fall 2025

STAAR Science Resources

Texas Education Agency Assessment Development Division

2—point questions (non—multiple choice)

NOTE: These totals do not
include the field-test

The number of questions is listed as a range, while questions.
the number of points will remain constant.

Total

| TEXAS ASSESSMENT Supporting Student Success

Taxas Education Agency




The blueprints have a similar layout to the other content areas but
have some noticeable differences.

Y STAAR Biology STAAR Blueprint

Effective beginning with the
Spring 2026 administration
Number of Points Item Types by Point Value

choice and

1-point
non-multiple choice) 26-30 26-30

Biological Evolution 79 811

Interdependence within 2-polifit questions (non=multiple choice)| 57 10-14

Curriculum: All student expectations are required to be taught in their entirety foragrade level or course. The Assessed Curriculum document outlines the
student expectations that are eligible to be assessed on the Biology state summative assessment.

Question types: Drag and drop, hot spot, inline choice, match table grid, multipart, multiple choice, multiselect, short constructed response (SCR}, text entry,
and cluster gquestion sets. Cluster question sets are composed of a stimulus (scenario with a graphic and/or data display) and 3-5 questions. Each question in
the cluster counts as a separate guestion in the blueprint and is scared independently from other questions in the cluster. Practice Testsite @~} ™

Development Process: STAAR questions go through a rigorous development and review process to ensure they accurately measure student knowledge.
Every guestion on STAAR is created for Texas students with the review and approval of Texas educators. Texas educators can apply to participate on the
TexasAssessment.gov website.

This information is specific for each assessment. Links are
provided for easy access to documents, websites, and the
educator committee application.
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The Reference Materials have a few changes to the formula list based @
on the new TEKS.

MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE kot STAAR|

STAAR GRADE 8 SCIENCE STAAR REFERENCE MATERIALS

REFERENCE MATERIALS

— rormuas
M_;

volume

Average speed total distance s = d
g sp ~  total time t

Net force = (mass)(acceleration) F=ma

TEA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT Supporting Student Success
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Social Studies and Science have changes to the TEKS that impact the
state assessments

s |Mmpact on STAAR Alt 2

Supporting Student Success




The implementation of the new science TEKS into STAAR Alt 2 SAZ
follows the same timeline as STAAR.

Spring 2025 Spring 2026

Assess overlap ) (= Assess new )
curriculum TEKS
= Assessold . .
Field-test = Field-test
TEKS . .
questions for questions for
new TEKS ) \. NewTEKS )

Assess overlap ) (= Assessnew )
curriculum TEKS

Field-test = Field-test
questions for questions for
new TEKS Y \. NewTEKS y

= Assessold
TEKS

TES | TEXAS ASSESSMENT Supporting Student Success
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For the 2024-2025 school year, the new Curriculum Framework will SAZ
be used with the blueprint from 2023-2024 school year.

Spring 2024 ‘ Spring 2025 \ ‘ Spring 2026

= Curriculum Framework 2023-
2024

= High School Biology Curriculum
Framework

= High School Biology Curriculum
Framework

TEKS Curriculum Framework
for STAAR Alternate 2

Biology Assessment

= Biology Blueprint (Beginning Spring
2026)

= Blueprint Effective as of
2022-2023

[y

TEA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT Supporting Student Success
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https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-alternate-2
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-alternate-2
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-alternate-2/staar-alt2-biology-curriculum-framework.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-alternate-2/staar-alt2-biology-curriculum-framework.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-biology-blueprint.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-alternate-2/staar-alt2-biology-curriculum-framework.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-alternate-2/staar-alt2-biology-curriculum-framework.pdf

The Assessed Curriculum documents, Blueprints, and Reference
Materials for STAAR Alt 2 are posted on the STAAR Alt 2 Resource
webpage.

Blueprints Curriculum Essence TEKS Vertical Instructional
Framework Statements Alignment Terms Lists
Expand All
Grade 3 Blueprints v
Grade 4 Blueprints Y
> Blueprints Curriculum Essence TEKS Vertical Instructional

Grade 5 Blueprints Framework Statements Alignment Terms Lists

* Grade 5 Math Blueprints

Expand All
* Grade 5 Science Blueprints

Grade 3 Curriculum Framework ¥
Grade 4 Curriculum Framework v Blueprints Curriculum Essence TEKS Vertical Instructional
Framework Statements Alignment Terms Lists
Grade 5 Curriculum Framework >
Expand All
¢ Grade 5 Math Curriculum Framework
v

Grade 3 Essence Statements
s Grade 5 Science Curriculum Framework
v

Grade 4 Essence Statements
Grade 5 Essence Statements >

* Grade 5 Math

s Grade 5 Science

TEA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT Supporting Student Success
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The Assessed Curriculum documents, Blueprints, and Reference

Materials for STAAR Alt 2 are posted on the STAAR Alt 2 Resource
webpage.

Blueprints Curriculum Essence TEKS Vertical Instructional

: ] Blueprints Curriculum Essence TEKS Vertical Instructional
Framework Statements Alignment Terms Lists

Framework Statements Alignment Terms Lists

The Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Vertical Alignment documents provide a complete listing of In addition to the prerequisite skills, there are specific terms that students will need exposure to during in-

) . . struction. This list does not encompass all of the curriculum a student would be responsible for; it is a unique
the TEKS curriculum from pre-kindergarten through end-of-course (EOC). These documents provide a total
list of instructional terms developed by educator teams. Students need to become familiar with these terms
as the student is developmentally able to comprehend the content. Students in higher grades need to also
know the terms presented in earlier grades.

overview of the knowledge and skills statements and align student expectations across the grades. The stu-
dent expectations provide access points to the general education curriculum by serving as prerequisite skills
for STAAR Alternate 2.

* Mathematics Instructional Terms Lists

* Mathematics TEKS Vertical Alignment ~ i p Lists
= . " " * Science Instructional Terms Lists
¢ Science TEKS Vertical Alignment

TEA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT Supporting Student Success
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The STAAR Calculator Policy has not changed, however one statement

has been added for clarity.

STAAR Calculator Policy

Calculators are required for the following STAAR aszessments: grade 8 mathematics, grade 8 science, Algebra |, and
Biology. Calculator tooks appropriate for these tests and that fulfill this requirement are available for student use in the
online testing platferm.

Calculators are not permitted for students taking the STAAR grades 3-7 mathematics assessments or the STAAR grade 5

stience assessment unless the student meets the eligibility criteria to use a caloulator as an accommodation. Information
regarding calculators a5 a designated suppoert for students with disabilities can be found in the Accommodations section of
Do » : -

STAAR calculator requirements may also be met with the following calculation devices: a handheld caloulator or a calculator
application on an allowable device. Students may have access to more than one calculation device for testing. For students
testing online or on paper with cne or more of these calculation devices, the following information applies.

District- or Student-Supplied Calculation Devices

*  The district may provide calculstion devices. or students may bring them from home.

*  To the extent allowable, students should be provided or allowed to use the same type of caloulation device during
testing that they routinely use in the dassreom. Providing an unfamiliar calculation device on the day of the state
assessment may hinder rather than aid the student.

*  For the STAAR grade 8 mathematics and Algebra | assessments, each student must have access to a graphing
calculation device throughout the entire test

*  Forthe STAAR grade & science and Biclogy assessments, students must have access to a calculation device with
basic four-function caaahil't}' ata minimum. There should be at least one calculation device for every five students

taking the
*  Theuseofa iom device du STAAR should not compromise the assessment of the Texas Essentia
Knowledge a d Sk Is (TEKS). Dis tp rzonnel should be aware that some calculation devices incude programs,

applications, or resources that could aid students during testing. Therefore, district and campus personnel should
carefully consider the use of these devices for the assessment, and any programs, applicatiens, or resources that
would compromise the of the TEKS must be dizabled or removed from the device. The following
functions must be clsah df l l ng:

= graphing implicit equations and inequalities;
o graphing inequalities {calculator or application automatically interprets the inegquality symbollk
o polynomial root finders;
simultaneous equaton solvers; and
o functions that automarically calculate mean absolute deviation.

* Al memory must be cleared to factory default on any calculation device both before and after testing. If calculation
devices are shared during the test, the memory must be cleared after each student uzes it

ices that are applications, all internet capabilities musl lb disabled e during testing. In
ication bei st be locke ' n kiosk ma d to prevent the use of other
ageo he{ rdingror Resources for more

STAAR calculator requirements may also be met with the
following calculation devices: a handheld calculator or a
calculator application on an allowable device. Students may
have access to more than one calculation device for testing. For
students testing online or on paper with one or more of these
calculation devices, the following information applies.

(In response to questions from the field, this \
statement was added to clarify that students

may still have both calculator applications on
separate devices and/or handheld calculators.
Keep in mind that students will be most
comfortable with devices that have been used in

TEXA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT

Texas Education Agency

Qhe classroom throughout the school year. j

The STAAR Calculator Policyis included the DCCR and on the
TEA website.

Supporting Student Success



https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar/2024-2025-staar-calculator-policy.pdf

New fraction model types have been developed and will be field tested
during the Spring 2025 STAAR.

The new fraction model
question types will allow
students to actively create
fractions and generate
answers as they relate to

the question being asked.

These question types will

only be used in grades 3,
4, and 5.

L/

i -
\

WIN =
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Students must be provided blank scratch paper for STAAR math
assessments.

All students taking a STAAR *Students should be provided
mathematics assessment must blank scratch paper for other
be provided blank scratch paper. assessments as requested.
o Grades 3-8
o Algebra | *Minimum requirement — At district discretion, scratch paper
. may be distributed to all students prior to the assessment.
o Spanish grades 3-5

What is considered blank scratch paper? Any blank medium that can be erased or
destroyed may be used as blank scratch paper. If the medium has been manipulated to
encourage the use of a specific strategy, then it does not fit the category of scratch
paper and would instead be considered a blank graphic organizer.

Supporting Student Success



https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793210400

FAQSs
1. Interpreting data from the
STAAR summative

2. Assessing the new science
TEKS

Supporting Student Success




c Common concern we hear from the field

Some districts wondered if looking at data from a single
year of summative assessments was leading to
potentially incomplete conclusions about student
performance.

Let’s look at how the difficulty levels of items on
summative assessments will vary as well as the
importance of looking at data trends over numerous
years as opposed to data from one year.

TEA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT Supporting Student Success
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c Though each STAAR math test is always desighed using the same test
blueprint, items on the assessment will vary in difficulty level.

Less Difficult More Difficult

e ——————————
ee0®

O Less difficult item

A‘

STAAR Test

More difficult item .
Every year, each test title must

be designed to meet a specific
I . Different student expectations overall difficulty level.

TEA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT Supporting Student Success
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c Every year item writers develop items for each student expectation at
different difficulty levels so a balanced assessment can be created.

{" Less Difficult More Difficult
A single student expectation (SE) can ‘ ‘ ‘

have different questions written to it,
each with a different difficulty level.
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c Districts should be cognizant that information from a single yearis not a

valid measurement of program success for a specific skill or student
expectation.

Results for this student expectation in
2023 may look low — however it was
assessed at a high difficulty level that year.

The next year the item for
that SE may be a lower

difficulty and scores may
look improved artificially.

N ——"\

STAAR Test STAAR Test

STAAR Test STAAR Test

2021 2022 2023 2024

It is important to look at the data

trends for a skill or student
expectation over multiple years.

I . Different student expectations

TEA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT Supporting Student Success
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What does the instruction and assessment timeline look like in the

classroom?

Transition Year

Instruction: NEW TEKS (Adopted 2020 and 2021)

Assessment: Content that overlaps new and old TEKS

» Assessed Curriculum: Side-by-Side Document
2024-2025 Transition Year

» Blueprint: Same blueprint from 2023-2024
2024-2025 Transition Year

» Reference Materials (Gr. 8 Only): Same reference
materials from 2023-2024
Grade 8 Reference Materials

TEXA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT

Taxas Education Agency

Full Implementation into STAAR

Instruction: NEW TEKS (Adopted 2020 and 2021)

Assessment: NEW TEKS using NEW blueprint

> Assessed Curriculum: NEW Assessed
Curriculum documents
Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

» Blueprint: NEW blueprints
Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

» Reference Materials (Middle School Only): NEW
reference materials
Middle School Science Reference Materials

Supporting Student Success



https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-science-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-science-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-8-science-ref-mat.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-science-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-science-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2026-staar-8-science-reference-mat.pdf

e What TEKS are eligible to be assessed with the full implementation

into STAAR?

Full Implementation into STAAR

> Assessed Curriculum: NEW Assessed
Curriculum documents
Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

» Blueprint: NEW blueprints
Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

» Reference Materials (Middle School Only): NEW
reference materials
Middle School Science Reference Materials

For Spring 2026 ONLY, the grade 3 and grade 6
standards included on the assessed curriculum
documents will not be included on STAAR to allow for
instructional shifts in the new TEKS.

TEXA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT

Taxas Education Agency

and following years

> Assessed Curriculum: NEW Assessed
Curriculum documents
Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

» Blueprint: NEW blueprints
Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

> Reference Materials (Middle School Only): NEW
reference materials
Middle School Science Reference Materials

Beginning with the Spring 2027 administration,
all standards on the assessed curriculum documents
are available to be assessed on STAAR.
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https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-science-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-science-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2026-staar-8-science-reference-mat.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-science-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-science-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2026-staar-8-science-reference-mat.pdf

e What does the Biology assessed curriculum look like for Spring,
Summer, and December administrations?

. Summer December . Summer December
1 17 \1 2025 \1 2025 \1 =D 2 \1 2026 \1 2026 \

= 2024-2025 Biology Assessed Curriculum = Biology Assessed Curriculum (Beginning

Spring 2026)
STAAR

State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness

December
2024

= Assessed
Curriculum
2023-2024

ot STAAR

Biology Science Assessed Curriculum for
2024-2025 ONLY

ssssssssss

Eligible Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills

Eligible Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills

= Blueprint = 2024-2025 Biology Blueprint

2023-2024
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https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2018-biology-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2018-biology-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2018-biology-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-biology-blueprint.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-biology-blueprint.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2024-2025-staar-biology-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2024-2025-staar-biology-blueprint.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2026-staar-biology-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2026-staar-biology-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2026-staar-biology-blueprint.pdf

Please contact us through the Assessment Help Desk.

When you contact the Help
Desk, please include the
following information:

Topic
Questions
Relevant information

Contact information

(Please include availability if you
request a phone call.)
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https://teastudentassessments.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/360002017872-Student-Assessment

Thank you for attending our session today.

Please provide your input.

Carrie Alexander Brian Byrwa
Donna Fontenot Carmen Trejo
Erik Pinter

Math/Science/Social Studies Director
JoAnn Bilderback

»
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	Today’s Topics
	Scoring�Short Constructed Response (SCR)
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