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Scoring
Short Constructed Response 
(SCR)



RECALL: Grading allows for teacher interpretation; scoring does not.

Last year, we discussed the difference between 
grading and scoring.

Grading
 Teacher knows the 

student
 Judgement calls can be 

made
 Teacher can interpret 

student response by 
considering knowledge 
the student has 
previously demonstrated.

Scoring
 Scorer does not know the 

student
 Judgement calls cannot 

be made
 Scorer awards points 

based on how well the 
student response 
addresses the question 
according to the rubric.



RECALL: For constructed response questions, scorers are trained based 
on guidance from Anchor Approval Committees.

The process for scoring constructed response questions remains the same, with 
the addition of the scoring engine. This is referred to the hybrid-scoring model.

Field-test responses 
are scored against 
the rubric

Anchor Approval 
Committees analyze 
sample student 
responses and 
provide scoring 
guidance

Scorers are trained 
on the rubric for the 
question and 
guidance provided by 
the Anchor Approval 
Committee

Students respond to 
the question on the 
scored test form

Scorers evaluate 
student responses 
and assign a score 
according to the 
rubric and scoring 
guidance



How does hybrid-scoring fit into the assessment process?

The agency addresses this 
question and others in a 
resource provided on the 
TEA website.

STAAR Resources page

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar


How does hybrid-scoring fit into the assessment process?

Slides 10-29 provide 
information about the 
assessment process. 
Slides 21-29 provide 
more details specific 
to the human scoring 
process and how the 
automated scoring 
engine replicates 
the process.



Slides 21-22 outline how humans are involved in the scoring 
process and evaluation of the auto scoring engine. 



Slides 26-27 outline how the hybrid model uses the automated 
scoring engine.



TEKS Updates



Social Studies and Science have changes to the TEKS that impact the 
state assessments

Social Studies

Science

Impact on STAAR Alt 2 SA2



The social studies TEKS were revised to align with requirements 
outlined in Senate Bill 3 from the 87th Texas Legislature, 2nd Called 
Session, 2021.

For more information on changes to the Social Studies TEKS, visit the Social Studies 
Curriculum webpage on the TEA website. 

Questions are not written 
to the standards under 
the social studies skills 
strand, so they have been 
removed from the 
document.

A few standards in USH had minor 
language changes.

Two new standards were added to the 
grade 8 social studies assessed 
curriculum. Other standards had a small 
amount of content added.

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/subject-areas/social-studies
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/subject-areas/social-studies


Grade 8 Social Studies has two new standards and two revised 
standards.

The summer committees discussed the 
frequency to assess the two new 
standards.
 8.5B is listed as a supporting standard.
 8.7C is listed as a readiness standard

Standards 8.17A and 8.24A had 
additional content added to the existing 
standard.



The revisions to the US History standards do not affect the assessed 
curriculum.

Some of the “such as” statements in the standards were changed to 
“including” statements.



It takes multiple years to implement questions to the new content 
into STAAR.
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to assess the new 
standards.
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7 Questions written 

to the new/revised 
standards will be 
scored beginning 
with the Spring 
2027 assessments.



Social Studies and Science have changes to the TEKS that impact the 
state assessments

Social Studies

Science

Impact on STAAR Alt 2 SA2



RECALL: Timeline for implementing the new science TEKS in the state 
assessment program

STAAR assesses full 
scope of new TEKS

New TEKS operational in classrooms

2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026

STAAR assesses 
overlap curriculum

Start developing items aligned to new standards

Educator focus groups to 
gather feedback on design 
and assessed curriculum

Educator Advisory Committee 
reviews feedback and makes 

recommendations

Stakeholder 
engagement

Test 
development

Implementation

First field test of items 
aligned to new standards 

Standard-setting 
for new assessment

Educators will be a part of both the planning and building of the new science assessment.

In 2020-2021, the SBOE has adopted revised TEKS for science in grades K-12. TEA will work with Texas educators to 
update the science STAAR tests to assess the newly adopted standards on the following timeline..

Educators continue to participate in the development of tests (e.g., 
reviewing and approval potential questions)

We are here



The Assessed Curriculum documents, Blueprints, and Reference Materials 
are available on the TEA website.

The documents for the 
transition year (2025) 
and full implementation 
year (beginning Spring 
2026) are located by 
grade level on the 
Science Resources 
page.



The documents are identified by the assessment administration.



The Reference Materials are located under “Additional Resources” 
and labeled by assessment administration.



The documents that will be in effect for the Spring 2026 administration 
are marked with a DRAFT watermark.

The DRAFT watermark indicates that they are not in use for the 2024-2025 school year.



The draft assessed curriculum documents reflect that science has 
grade-band assessments. 

Based on the feedback of 
educators, the name of the 
assessments will better 
reflect that the 
assessments 
administered in grades 
5 and 8 are grade-band 
assessments.



The readiness and supporting labels are not published.

Readiness and supporting 
labels will still be used to build the 
assessments; however, they will 
not be published.



The blueprints have a similar layout to the other content areas but 
have some noticeable differences.



The blueprints have a similar layout to the other content areas but 
have some noticeable differences.

The Strand names are directly from the TEKS.

RECALL: Due to the shortened blueprint, sub-
scores will not be reported for the Strands.

NOTE: Biology will move 
from 5 Reporting Categories 
to 4 Strands beginning in 
Spring 2026.



The blueprints have a similar layout to the other content areas but 
have some noticeable differences.

The number of questions is listed as a range, while 
the number of points will remain constant.

NOTE: These totals do not 
include the field-test 
questions.



The blueprints have a similar layout to the other content areas but 
have some noticeable differences.

This information is specific for each assessment. Links are 
provided for easy access to documents, websites, and the 
educator committee application. 



The Reference Materials have a few changes to the formula list based 
on the new TEKS.



Social Studies and Science have changes to the TEKS that impact the 
state assessments

Social Studies

Science

Impact on STAAR Alt 2 SA2



SA2
The implementation of the new science TEKS into STAAR Alt 2 
follows the same timeline as STAAR.

Spring 2024 Spring 2025 Spring 2026

 Assess old 
TEKS

 Assess old 
TEKS

 Assess overlap 
curriculum

 Field-test 
questions for 
new TEKS

 Assess overlap 
curriculum

 Field-test 
questions for 
new TEKS

 Assess new 
TEKS

 Field-test 
questions for 
new TEKS

 Assess new 
TEKS

 Field-test 
questions for 
new TEKS

STAAR

STAAR 
ALT 2



SA2
For the 2024-2025 school year, the new Curriculum Framework will 
be used with the blueprint from 2023-2024 school year.

 Curriculum Framework 2023-
2024

 Blueprint Effective as of 
2022-2023

 High School Biology Curriculum 
Framework

 Blueprint 2022-2023

 High School Biology Curriculum 
Framework

 Biology Blueprint (Beginning Spring 
2026)

Spring 2024 Spring 2025 Spring 2026

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-alternate-2
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-alternate-2
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-alternate-2/staar-alt2-biology-curriculum-framework.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-alternate-2/staar-alt2-biology-curriculum-framework.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-biology-blueprint.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-alternate-2/staar-alt2-biology-curriculum-framework.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-alternate-2/staar-alt2-biology-curriculum-framework.pdf


SA2
The Assessed Curriculum documents, Blueprints, and Reference 
Materials for STAAR Alt 2 are posted on the STAAR Alt 2 Resource 
webpage.



SA2
The Assessed Curriculum documents, Blueprints, and Reference 
Materials for STAAR Alt 2 are posted on the STAAR Alt 2 Resource 
webpage.



Math Updates



The STAAR Calculator Policy has not changed, however one statement 
has been added for clarity.

The STAAR Calculator Policy is included the DCCR and on the 
TEA website. 

STAAR calculator requirements may also be met with the 
following calculation devices: a handheld calculator or a 
calculator application on an allowable device.   Students may 
have access to more than one calculation device for testing. For 
students testing online or on paper with one or more of these 
calculation devices, the following information applies. 

STAAR calculator requirements may also be met with the 
following calculation devices: a handheld calculator or a
calculator application on an allowable device.

In response to questions from the field, this 
statement was added to clarify that students 
may still have both calculator applications on 
separate devices and/or handheld calculators. 
Keep in mind that students will be most 
comfortable with devices that have been used in 
the classroom throughout the school year. 

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar/2024-2025-staar-calculator-policy.pdf


4

New fraction model types have been developed and will be field tested 
during the Spring 2025 STAAR.

The new fraction model 
question types will allow 
students to actively create 
fractions and generate 
answers as they relate to 
the question being asked. 
These question types will 
only be used in grades 3, 
4, and 5. 

1
2
3
4



Students must be provided blank scratch paper for STAAR math 
assessments.

All students taking a STAAR 
mathematics assessment must 
be provided blank scratch paper.
o Grades 3–8
o Algebra I
o Spanish grades 3–5 

*Students should be provided 
blank scratch paper for other 
assessments as requested.

*Minimum requirement – At district discretion, scratch paper 
may be distributed to all students prior to the assessment.

What is considered blank scratch paper? Any blank medium that can be erased or 
destroyed may be used as blank scratch paper. If the medium has been manipulated to 
encourage the use of a specific strategy, then it does not fit the category of scratch 
paper and would instead be considered a blank graphic organizer.

https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793210400


FAQs
1. Interpreting data from the 
STAAR summative

2. Assessing the new science 
TEKS



Common concern we hear from the field

Some districts wondered if looking at data from a single 
year of summative assessments was leading to 
potentially incomplete conclusions about student 
performance.

Let’s look at how the difficulty levels of items on 
summative assessments will vary as well as the 
importance of looking at data trends over numerous 
years as opposed to data from one year.



Though each STAAR math test is always designed using the same test 
blueprint, items on the assessment will vary in difficulty level.

41

Less Difficult More Difficult

Less difficult item

More difficult item

Different student expectations

STAAR Test

Every year, each test title must 
be designed to meet a specific 
overall difficulty level. 



Every year item writers develop items for each student expectation at 
different difficulty levels so a balanced assessment can be created. 

A single student expectation (SE) can 
have different questions written to it, 
each with a different difficulty level.

Less Difficult More Difficult



Districts should be cognizant that information from a single year is not a 
valid measurement of program success for a specific skill or student 
expectation.

Results for this student expectation in 
2023 may look low – however it was 
assessed at a high difficulty level that year. 

Less difficult item More difficult item Different student expectations

2021 2022 2023 2024

STAAR Test STAAR TestSTAAR Test STAAR Test

The next year the item for 
that SE may be a lower 
difficulty and scores may 
look improved artificially. 

It is important to look at the data 
trends for a skill or student 
expectation over multiple years. 



What does the instruction and assessment timeline look like in the 
classroom?

2024-2025
Transition Year

Instruction: NEW TEKS (Adopted 2020 and 2021)

Assessment: Content that overlaps new and old TEKS

 Assessed Curriculum: Side-by-Side Document 
2024-2025 Transition Year

 Blueprint: Same blueprint from 2023-2024
2024-2025 Transition Year

 Reference Materials (Gr. 8 Only): Same reference 
materials from 2023-2024 
Grade 8 Reference Materials

2025-2026
Full Implementation into STAAR

Instruction: NEW TEKS (Adopted 2020 and 2021)

Assessment: NEW TEKS using NEW blueprint

 Assessed Curriculum: NEW Assessed 
Curriculum documents
Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

 Blueprint: NEW blueprints
Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

 Reference Materials (Middle School Only): NEW 
reference materials
Middle School Science Reference Materials

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-science-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-science-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-8-science-ref-mat.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-science-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-science-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2026-staar-8-science-reference-mat.pdf


What TEKS are eligible to be assessed with the full implementation 
into STAAR?

2025-2026
Full Implementation into STAAR

 Assessed Curriculum: NEW Assessed 
Curriculum documents
Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

 Blueprint: NEW blueprints
Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

 Reference Materials (Middle School Only): NEW 
reference materials
Middle School Science Reference Materials

For Spring 2026 ONLY, the grade 3 and grade 6 
standards included on the assessed curriculum 
documents will not be included on STAAR to allow for 
instructional shifts in the new TEKS.

2026-2027
and following years

 Assessed Curriculum: NEW Assessed 
Curriculum documents
Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

 Blueprint: NEW blueprints
Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

 Reference Materials (Middle School Only): NEW 
reference materials
Middle School Science Reference Materials

Beginning with the Spring 2027 administration, 
all standards on the assessed curriculum documents 
are available to be assessed on STAAR.

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-science-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-science-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2026-staar-8-science-reference-mat.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-science-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-science-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2026-staar-8-science-reference-mat.pdf


December 
2024 Spring 2025 Summer 

2025
December 

2025 Spring 2026 Summer 
2026

December 
2026

What does the Biology assessed curriculum look like for Spring, 
Summer, and December administrations?

 Assessed 
Curriculum 
2023-2024

 Blueprint 
2023-2024

 2024-2025 Biology Assessed Curriculum

 2024-2025 Biology Blueprint

 Biology Assessed Curriculum (Beginning 
Spring 2026)

 Biology Blueprint (Beginning Spring 2026)

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2018-biology-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2018-biology-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2018-biology-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-biology-blueprint.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-biology-blueprint.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2024-2025-staar-biology-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2024-2025-staar-biology-blueprint.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2026-staar-biology-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2026-staar-biology-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/2026-staar-biology-blueprint.pdf


Please contact us through the Assessment Help Desk.

Assessment Help Desk

When you contact the Help 
Desk, please include the 
following information:

 Topic
 Questions
 Relevant information
 Contact information
 (Please include availability if you 

request a phone call.)

https://teastudentassessments.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/360002017872-Student-Assessment


Thank you for attending our session today.

                
Carrie Alexander        Brian Byrwa 
Donna Fontenot           Carmen Trejo
Erik Pinter  

Math/Science/Social Studies Director
JoAnn Bilderback

Please provide your input.
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