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Working Agenda
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• Introductions
• Discuss Explicit Instruction
• Examine Vocabulary Instruction
• Practice research-based exercises
• Explore the connection to writing and thinking



Working Agreements

• Listen for new understandings and note them.

• If you wonder it, ask it.

• Withhold judgment; presume good intentions.

• Balance listening and speaking.

• Encourage participation.
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“An extensive and rich 
vocabulary enables readers to 
make sense of what they are 
reading. A reader with rich 
auditory and oral vocabularies 
will find it easier to read 
through texts that contain 
words they have not seen in 
print before. If the student can 
use their growing decoding 
skills and match their result 
with a word they already know 
the meaning of, they will be 
more confident in their abilities 
and will spend less overall 
effort on reading a text.”



Differentiated, Sustained Professional 
Learning:
A PLC Focused on Vocabulary 
“Good vocabulary instruction helps children gain ownership of words, 
instead of just learning words well enough to pass a test. Good vocabulary 
instruction provides multiple exposures through rich and varied activities to 
meaningful information about the word.”

Stahl & Kapinus, 2001, p. 14

Meadows Center for Preventing Educational Risk: 
Research-based Vocabulary Practices



Vocabulary Research

What are some effective vocabulary practices?

What are some that are not so effective?



Vocabulary Research

What it is What it is not

Direct
• Step-by-step instructions
• Models
• Demonstrations
• Graphic organizers
• Analyze word parts

Indirect 
• Discussing with partners
• Making connections while reading
• Engaging in daily oral language
• Listening to adults read
• Reading independently

Limiting student talk

Confining to English language arts and 
reading

Matching words with definitions

Looking up words in the dictionary

Placing words on a word wall

Cunningham, 2005; Nagy, 2005; Reading Rockets, n.d.; Stahl & Nagy, 2006



Explicit Vocabulary Instruction

Research has shown that direct and explicit vocabulary instruction is an effective way for 
students to acquire vocabulary knowledge.

Hiebert & Kamil, 2005; McKeown & Beck, 2004; Stahl & Nagy, 2006

Explicit is a/an:
…systematic method of teaching with emphasis on proceeding in small steps, checking for 
student understanding, and achieving active and successful participation by all students.

Rosenshine, 1987

…unambiguous and direct approach to teaching that incorporates instruction design and 
delivery. 

Archer & Hughes, 2011



Explicit Instruction

Some explicit instruction elements…

• Determine critical content

• Sequence skills logically

• Review previously learned material and build on prior knowledge

• State the lesson goal and make relevant connections

(Hasbrouck & Michel, 2022, Student-Focused Coaching)



Explicit Instruction - Before Assessing

• Present material in small steps

• Think aloud and provide step-by-step demonstrations

• Use unambiguous language to explain or model

• Provide examples and nonexamples

• Provide guided and supported practice

(Hasbrouck & Michel, 2022, Student-Focused Coaching)
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Link
Link

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hPZL5mWp-UCJ5kqwzTXNNYdoPrZg6UiF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SWMOZqQC6BkokeXb3R990RXPMXzh0xyK/view?usp=sharing


Explicit Instruction

“Research supports the need for explicit, targeted, and intensive 
instruction, especially for struggling students.”

1. Let’s examine each key term - explicit, targeted, intensive

2. What does each term mean? 

3. What could be an example? 

4. Non-example?



Identify Words to Teach

Tier 1: Common - most basic words
swim
cat
look

Tier 2: Academic - high utility, used across domains, frequently used in academics
analyze
distribute
collaborate

Tier 3: Content-specific - specialized words
igneous rock
isosceles
pantheon

Beck, McKeown, & Kucan, 2013



Vocabulary Strategy to Assess Understanding
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Contentious - always ready to 
argue

No matter the issue or the 
person, Mrs. Regent is willing to 
argue. Mrs. Regent is 
contentious. 

No matter the issue or the 
person, Mrs. Regent is open-
minded and positive, wanting to 
learn other people’s viewpoints. 
Mrs. Regent is not contentious.



Vocabulary and Assessment

Let’s try one together.



Vocabulary and Assessment

What terms might students need to know to answer the question? Based on what we 
discussed so far, how could the term be taught? Turn and Talk.



Vocabulary and Assessment



Webb’s DOK

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xaqjxybkNOG1YfYG2oTJ1DHTGaPmXLju/view?usp=sharing


To sum it up…

From the SAILS model
“Use validated instructional strategies and materials. Paper 
does not teach; teachers teach.”

• Select materials that have evidence of effectiveness

• Appropriate for age and skill level

• Directly related to lesson objectives

• Motivating and intriguing for students



Reflections

● What are some takeaways that you have today?

● Are there any adjustments you might make for vocabulary 
instruction?

● What is something that you already do well or something 
you observed that’s a best practice?
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