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Facts about Ysleta ISD:
• One of  the largest districts in El Paso
• 34.103 Students
• Predominately Hispanic population
• 78.3% Free or Reduced Lunch
• Large Emerging Bilingual (EB) population
• Highest Special Education population in 

the area
• As of  Nov. 1, 7% (2,355) of  the student 

population is classified Gifted and 
Talented (GT)

 



College Readiness - All Students

Graduating Class
Reading TSI 
Readiness 

Number of 
Students

Math TSI 
Readiness

Number of 
Students

College TSI 
Readiness 

Number of 
Students

Class of 2022 38% 1171 23% 695 19% 571
Class of 2023 45% 1330 28% 837 24% 723
Class of 2024 47% 1323 37% 975 29% 806

College Readiness Economically Disadvantaged
Graduating Class Reading TSI Readiness Number of Students

Class of 2022 32% 749

Class of 2023 39% 796

Class of 2024 39% 767

College Readiness – TSI Data 



“All students can think; all 
students can write.”

- Jane C. Schaffer



Why ?



Process.Writing is a Thinking



Writing Demands for EOC/STAAR and TELPAS 





What are some 
commonalities in 

these rubrics? 

• Development
• Clear Thesis

• Organization
• Selecting the 

Evidence
• Explaining the 

Evidence
• Conventions
• Completeness



Writing is a Way to 

Formulate and Communicate 
New Learning

Across-The-Curriculum



“Formula/Structure is a
Place to Start for Students 

Who Need It.” - JS



Essential Components
• Common Terminology

• Graphic Organizers

• Color-Coding

• Knowing the Difference Between 

Concrete Detail and Commentary

• Writing in Class

• Conferring with Individual 

Students and Small Groups



Gradual Release of  Responsibility
“I Do It.”

“We Do It Together.”
“You Do It.”



Chunks 
and Ratios

R E S P O N S E  T O  L I T E R A T U R E

Concrete Detail (2+)

Most Often Comes from Your 
Reading, Observations, Experience

 What Happened?
 Facts
 Examples
 Support
 Quotations
 Citations
 Paraphrase
 Illustration
 Evidence
 Procedures
 Data
 Dates
 Names/Titles
 Events
 ”Play-by-play Announcer”

Commentary (1)

Comes From Your Head

o The “So What”
o The “Why”
o Analysis
o Significance
o Importance
o Implications
o Interpretation
o Evaluation
o Inferences
o Insights
o Reasoning
o Constructive Criticism
o Effect
o Impact
o Meaning
o “Color Commentator”



Process.Writing is a Thinking



Scaffolded Instruction

Teach skills in even smaller 
segments at a time.



STEPS IN THE JSWP WRITING PROCESS
AND GRAPHIC ORANIZERS

DECODING 
            THE
       PROMPT

CLOSE READING
           AND
 ANNOTATING

GATHERING CDs 
             AND
GENERATING CMs

COMPLETING 
           THE
       T-CHART

THE SHAPING
     SHEET

THE BODY
PARAGRAPH



JSWP Expository Prompt

M O D E L

In a one-chunk body paragraph 

(2+:1), explain how Harriet Tubman 

impacted the lives of others. 



Harriet Tubman showed courage in the face of extreme  

trials.

danger” in order to save her family and other slaves. CD2 She “made 

[seventeen] trips to Maryland” and “saved 300 people,” eventually 

CD1Over the course of many years, Tubman “put herself in 

becoming known as the “Moses of her people.” She was determined 

to help and even willing to die for her cause. Tubman’s willingness   

to take risks impacted generations and changed many lives for 

the better.  



TELPAS Writing Practice (Grade 4-5)  



TELPAS Writing Practice (Grades 4-12)  



Students taking the ELAR exam for the first time are no longer required to take 
both the MC and Essay.

                                                                    (Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board)





TSIA2 Essay Sample Prompt and Paragraph

Part of being human is that people have limitations 
and cannot do everything, and it does not matter 
where the limitations originate. Minority groups in 
America are limited to what jobs they can secure, 
sometimes due to discrimination. Teenagers may be 
limited because they have no reliable means of 
transportation or steady income. Some people live 
below the poverty line, despite having steady jobs 
and strong work ethic. However, every person has 
the potential to break free and create choice and 
opportunities in their lives. Barriers are everywhere, 
and people may struggle, but with perseverance, it is 
possible to thrive. 



Any Questions?



For more information, 

please go to our "About Us" 

page on JaneSchaffer.com 

or scan this QR Code, which 

will take you there!

About Us
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