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Today, we will:
● Review how the Extended Constructed Response is graded

● Describe the hybrid scoring model

● Analyze how both Venus ISD and all Texas students 

performed on the Extended Constructed Response

● Review and analyze actual student responses and scores

● Collaborate and discuss what we can learn from the data 

and how it can be applied to instruction



How is the Extended 
Constructed Response 

Graded?



Did you know?
3rd-5th Grade RLA:

The ECR is worth 10 points out of 52 total, or 19% of the assessment.

6th-8th Grade RLA:
The ECR is worth 10 points out of 56 total, or 18% of the assessment.

Eng 1 & 2 EOC:
The ECR is worth 10 points out of 64 total, or 16% of the assessment.

TEA STAAR RLA Resources

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar/reading-language-arts-resources


The ECR Rubric

Find a more detailed rubric HERE.
Grade 3-5 ECR Scoring Guide               Grade 6-8 ECR Scoring Guide

Eng 1 & Eng 2 ECR Scoring Guide

https://esc13.net/assets/uploads/docs/r13_staar_rla_extended_constructed_response_rubrics_2024.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/2022-staar-grades3-5-rla-constructed-scoring-guide.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/2022-staar-grades6-8-rla-constructed-scoring-guide.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/2022-staar-english-i-and-ii-constructed-scoring-guide.pdf


What is the hybrid scoring 
model?



Hybrid Scoring Process
• All student responses are scored for the first time by the ASE. 
• At least 25 percent of student responses for each grade/subject and 
course are then routed to trained human scorers. This set of second 
scores by human scorers is used to monitor the ASE scoring.
• Student responses that the ASE assigns condition codes (e.g., use 
words not seen in the responses used to train the ASE) or that are 
identified as “low confidence” are routed to trained human scorers. The 
low confidence responses are often those responses that are on the 
border between two score points. 

TEA Hybrid Scoring Process

ASE=
Automated Scoring Engine

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/scoring-process-staar-constructed-response.pdf


Hybrid Scoring Process



Hybrid Scoring Notes
•The ASE is “trained” on student responses and human scores.  It is 
trained to emulate how humans would score student responses for each 
constructed-response question. TEA evaluates the performance of the 
ASE for each question using a subset of student responses and 
corresponding scores that the ASE has not processed. 

• Student responses to all CR questions for STAAR Spanish 
assessments are 100 percent human scored and do not get scored by 
the ASE. 



Condition Codes
Blank or too few 

words
Mostly duplicated 

text
Written in another 

language

Consists primarily 
of stimulus 

material

Uses vocabulary not 
used in the subset of 

ASE-training 
responses

Uses language 
patterns that 

indicate off-topic or 
off-task responses

1

4

2

5

3

6



How did students perform 
on the ECR?



December 2023 EOC
English 1 EOC

65 students tested
Of those 65, 34 students received a 0 for the 
following reasons:
-23 total "0" scores based on student responses
-4 students left it completely blank- received a 0
-7 students received a 0 due to writing in another 
language OR too much text directly copied from 
the text

English 2 EOC

41 students tested
Of those 41, 35 students received a 0 for the 
following reasons:
-26 total "0" scores based on student responses
-1 student left it completely blank- received a 0
-8 students received a 0 due to writing in another 
language OR too much text directly copied from 
the text



Spring 2024 3rd-5th Grade ECR Results



Spring 2024 6th-8th Grade ECR Results



Spring 2024 Eng 1 & 2 EOC ECR Results
Overall, we had 
fewer  0 scores 

and a higher ECR 
average than the 
state in English 1!



Texas Results



Texas Results



Complete ECR Results

If you are presenting a 
website, an internet product 
or an app, you can place a 
screenshot of it here.

Complete 3rd-10th 
Grade Scoring 
Breakdown for 

Region 11

Texas State ECR 
Datae

te

Check out 
the data!

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ISs5OwxWl8znTxDOvy1grSDQZ9aho5bKhc7I2TSm6G4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ISs5OwxWl8znTxDOvy1grSDQZ9aho5bKhc7I2TSm6G4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ISs5OwxWl8znTxDOvy1grSDQZ9aho5bKhc7I2TSm6G4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ISs5OwxWl8znTxDOvy1grSDQZ9aho5bKhc7I2TSm6G4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1B52UzXUr55Yyn_O9ssvgea2COoRoXhpa4wj6T-DiU5o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1B52UzXUr55Yyn_O9ssvgea2COoRoXhpa4wj6T-DiU5o/edit?usp=sharing


Let’s calibrate! 



Review: Reasons an ECR is 
assigned a 0 condition code

Refuses to Write

Something Four

Insufficient Response

Not Enough 
Original Writing 

(Too Much 
Directly Copied 

Text)

Written in another 
language



What is the #1 reason that Venus ISD students 
received a 0 on their extended constructed 

responses?

Off-Topic or 
Off-Task 

Responses

Does Not Include 
Vocabulary 

Identified by ASE

Students Did Not 
Respond to Prompt



Calibration
4th Grade:  Pages 1-3
7th Grade: Pages 4-8

English 1 EOC: Pages 9-12



Reflection & Instructional 
Implications



Knowing how ECRs are 
scored, will this change 

writing instruction?

Why or why not?
If so, how?



“The first step in fixing any 
problem is recognizing there is 

one.”
 Access & analyze student data
 Get feedback from teachers
 Get feedback from students
 Analyze actual ECR essays & scores

Strategy #1 : Identify the 
problem(s)

Identify 2 or 3 
“big rocks” to 

tackle 



Strategy #2: 
Student Data Conferences

● Single most powerful tool for student awareness
● Students revisit their own writing and review their 

score
● Students can edit their own essays and teachers 

can give individual feedback- What could they 
have done differently?



Strategy #3: 
Recognition

● Students must be able to recognize an 
extended constructed response.

● Students should see the way prompts are 
written and see the language used 
MULTIPLE TIMES THROUGHOUT  THE 
YEAR

● This can be done through writing in all 
content areas, reviewing past STAAR 
writing, or practice tests or assignments



Strategy #4:
Breaking Down the Prompt

How can we ensure students know WHAT they are writing about?   
A student can write a near perfect, 

well-organized essay and will still receive 
ZERO points if they are not answering the 

prompt.



Strategy #4:
Breaking Down the Prompt

Highlight or 
Underline Key 
Words in the 

Prompt

Turn the prompt 
into a QUESTION

Students read their 
essay during the 

writing process and 
verify it answers the 

prompt

Other Ideas for Breaking Down the Prompt……
What are some 
strategies your 
district uses to 
break down the 

prompt?



Strategy #5:
Key Words

Remember this condition 
code: “Uses vocabulary 
not used in the subset of 
ASE-training responses”

Using the above prompt, what word or words might be 
expected to be found in the extended constructed 

response?



Strategy #6:
Identifying Text Evidence

● Students consistently struggled with 
identifying and citing text evidence.  

● Identifying text evidence must be modeled 
and practiced with multiple texts in 
multiple ways

● Students should learn to use strategies and 
tools in the testing platform to identify text 
evidence

● Citing text evidence in writing must be 
practiced

● For students with a better understanding of 
the writing process, direct quotes can be 
taught and used

In 
paragraph 

5, it says……..

Paragraph 2 
states………..

As stated/ 
shown in 
paragraph 

3….
As 

evidenced 
by………



Strategy #6:
Identifying Text Evidence



“Knowledge is of no value unless you put 
it into practice.”

-Anton Chekhov

There is no strategy that can substitute for practice.  
Students must be exposed to the ECR, apply 

strategies, receive feedback, and then do it all 
again….and again and again and again.

Strategy #7:  Practice



Any “aha” 
moments?

Let’s share…

What surprised 
you the most?

What questions 
do you still 

have?



Thank you!
Do you have any requests?

krystal.camacho@venusisd.net


